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J OHN F ITZGERAlD KENNEDY 

NOVEMBER. 22 j$$3 

DALLAS, TEXAS 

MISCELLANEOUS - INFORMATION CONCERNING 
SYNOPSIS : 

*'£ A letter was received/from Harold&weisberg of Hyaltst own, . Maryland, . 
enclosing hisjxiqk, entitled ^p^WMtewash - the report on Etepp.rt». n , » 

He believed that immediate and unequivocal explanations are required from 
the FBI in connection with the FBI's report to the President's Commission. 

He specifically demanded answers to three items. 
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(1) Relating to the number of bullets which were involved in the 

assassination he suggests five were fired. The Commission's report concludes f 
three shots were fired. u,\! 

f.4» 

(2) He states that in testimony before the President's Commission g: 

evidence was not introduced as to the spectographic analyses of a bullet and 
fragments. This is absolutely incorrect, since the testimony of a FBI 
Laboratory expert concerning spectographic analyses is set forth in the 
Commission's report. ^ no.RCC. 53 


■r 

p t 

h* • 

JH *’• 


EX40E!%$\,g . 10‘lObO— l//'6‘- ; 


fait 


(3) Weisberg alleges the whole bullet (located on Governor Connally's 
stretcher) had been wiped clean and that the FBI Laboratory expertfestified 
that the cleansing of the" bullet was not complete and that foreign matter remained 
in the grooves of the bullet. This isina.ccurate since ourL^Jifl&aiory expert 
testified the bullet was clean when he received 1 it dH , d"fhaf i ^here , AA%s no blood 
, or tissue present. , „ jul 1 W 

Weisberg formed his opinions after reachugJJte to the 

’dent’s Commission dated 12/9/63 and 1/13/64. Both of these are located 
National Archives and are available to tfyp public. 
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach 
Re: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT 
JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY 


In connection with our original report to the Commission on 
12/9/63, the Commission credited the Bureau by saying this report was of 
principal importance to them. Weisberg, in his book, describes this 
report in part as "neat, clean, colorful and optically attractive rendition of 
such tenuous content that a self-respecting undergraduate lawyer would 
hesitate to take it into an uncorrupted court. '* 

His 208-page book has been reviewed. It is a vitriolic and diabolical 
| criticism of the President’s Commission, the FBI, the Secret Service police 
| agencies and other branches of the Government relating to the assassination 
» investigation. Weisberg attempted to have his book published by 103 different 
publishers both in the United States and Europe, all of whom refused. He 
thereafter personally published a limited number and had it copyrighted in 
August, 1965. Weisberg, in his own comments stated, "In writing this book 
the author has had but one purpose. That was to show that the job assigned 
to and expected of the President’s Commission on the assassination of John F. 
Kennedy has not been done. ” Weisberg has distorted the truth regarding 
the investigation of the assassination and lias set forth his own theories and 
deductions of what should have been done. Illustrative of this, he contends 
the President was shot from both the front and back, and that another con- 
spirator was therefore involved with Oswald. His book is full of errors and 
inconsistencies. 

Due to the inaccuracies, falsehoods and deliberate slanting of facts 
to fit his own purpose, coupled with Weisberg’s subversive background 
(memorandum Mr. Rosen to Mr. DeLoach, 6/1/66, attached) it is not felt 
the Bureau should add dignity or credibility to him by acknowledging his 
communication. 


ACTION: 


That Weisberg’s communication not be acknowledged. . 
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach 

RE: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT 


JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY 


DETAILS : 

v. - a letter was received from Harold Weisberg 
enclosing his book entitled "Whitewash - the report 


on the Warren Report . " He stated, in the book will be 
found quotations from the Director's testimony and that 
of FBI Agents that he believes require immediate and 
unequivocal explanations. He specifically pointed to 
three items which, in his opinion, "It would seem no 
question of National security can be involved." 

Weisberg indicated that in the brief discussion of the 
assassination in the report to the commission it was said 
that three shots were fired, of which two hit the President 
and one the Governor. Weisberg is referring to our 
initial report of December 9, 1963, furnished to the 
Commission. He read into this comment that this report 
did not account for the bullet that hit the curbstone 
and that the bullet that did not kill the President struck 
him in the back, not the neck and did not go through 
his body. He said this did not account for the wound in 
the front of the President's neck and therefore theorized 
at least five bullets were fired. 


information is available in the "President's commission on 
the Assassination of President Kennedy Report. 


indicates that €hese items were examined spectrographically 
and we re found to be similar in composition. The Laboratory 
examiner further pointed out that such similarity of 
composition does not necessarily mean that the fragments 
came from a particular bullet ♦ Testimony as to the 
spectrographic comparison appears in Volume v,. pages e>/, 

69, 73, 74 and in Volume XV, page 700. 


.Laboratory expert testified that the bullet from Governor 
Connally's stretcher had been wiped clean. This is not 



This matter has been thoroughly covered by 



In Weisberg 's second point he states that in 

. ^ • •! m-i _ 4 mm rttri no vra c Or 


and various bullet fragments. This is not correct since 
the Laboratory examiner's testimony to the Commission 


In Weisberg 's third point he states that the 


DETAILS CONTINUED PAGE FIVE 



recJived h ^ e « P ^ 1 , t ^ Stif if <a the bullet was clean when he • 

Interfire with <-S a ^ n ° bl °° d or tissue which would 
interfere with the firearms examination was present 

? JI - 428 and 429). with regard ?° Walsbara' a 

a £ to w !,’ ether the bullet dona “e 9 

associated through residues with either the President's bodv 

?L22 thera was ' in fact ' nS bioS or ody 

eiidenrS bullet for such an examination when the 
evidence was received m the FBI Laboratory. 

. The bullets, one from Governor Connallv's 

area^f^hJ the £ W ° bullet fragments from the front seat 
anfl «o f ^5 limousine were identified with Oswald's rifle 

Mannl3nh<=.5°^ nd t0 be P b y sicall y the same as Western 6.5 mm 
bu?i*pt C $™~ Car * an 2 aramunitlon components. _ The other possible 
and 1 ^^ gmentS . fr ° m - the limousin e* the President's head 
and the Governor s wrist, were only pieces of Jead similar 

wLtern 1 * 1 ? com P ositio ? to the lead core portion of 

6.5 mm ammunition. These lead fragments and the 

lead ? windshield of the limousine and the 

f d ?-i_ f d on the curb ing at the scene, which the 
Commission thoroughly investigated, do not possess 

their^nc^f ^"v C compositions or shapes which would permit 

i t ty\ ldent:Lf;Lcat;Lon as fragments or smears of 
specinc bullets • 

. In connection with the background of Weisberg 

a*™™* ' * h< \,Y a f £ he sub J ect of a separate memorandum, 
a copy of which is attached. 

.... , Weisberg 's book has been reviewed. It is a 

Y ® psperbound booh, obviously cheaply prepared and 
its, selling price rs indicated as $4.95. The book was 

Weisberg in 1965, and on the cover it states 
The book that couldn't be printed." in this respect it 
is of importance to note in the preface Weisberg stated the 
book was offered to 63 United States book publishers during 

litfT^n? Per i°^ an ^° f thGSe 63 P^ishers, 21 -had so 
1^77® int ®fest they declined even to read the book. In 

' 11 °£ f f rs were mad ® b y Weisberg to publishers in 
=ii £ countr ies, none of whom accepted his offer. In 

coi 1 m^?i Sberg S £ ated 103 offers °f this book were made, not 
SSm? 1 !! 9 repeaters. He indicated following refusals of 

Snd Print his book he prepared a limited edition 

and copyrighted it in August, 1965. 
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than _an analysis of^he investigation^ is more 
of the late President "n- 4 „ ? ion the assassination 
?5 d ^ e Press, the underpinning ot !£?%*** °l th * ^eedSS 
and a measure of the state of^Sft SciSt??^ SOciety ' 

critf ” othin ^ wore^ha^^vitrioli^and 0 ^' ^ Y aS dete rmined 
criticism of the President's ? nd dl abolical 

relating to the assassi nat • S C °2 m ^ ss ^ on and the FBI 
indicated the superficial^^ ? f P f esl<3ent Kennedy. He 
report deals with the pJ^ibiliS ^ manner in which the 
a different assassin if onlv oS ^ cons P i racy or of 
Commission may have crtoled^itsJlf* £® Ways in whlch the 
have been better if the Comm?«fi f V cont ended it would 

of investigators and rJsSSfd ^ had had lts °w* staff 
Secret Service 01 ™ a»d 

"analyse b °°? is on att « ri >Pt to 

the Commission's own inS™*?® 1 usively on the basis of 
13 chapters In lhS\S ™ “ i» »ted that of the 
findings extensively but thereaffo ^ 6 Commission 's 
comments and theories as S f lnsert s his own 

every instance concerning all nlia S ^ OU ^ have been done. x n 
and the findings, investigation 

discusses the witnesses and their *tV^<- Cha ? t ^ r 9 where he 

re always those people who suddonitr " men t he stated there 
become important- suddenly see a chance to 

will testify, to' their circJe^of f r ■ th ? se for whom they 
at large. He also said that tb(=.r-« rien<aS and to the world 

5J® ar °tics- inevitably there are h thos^ r \ ne £ VOUS P eo P ie and 
hatreds or dislikes to u are those who have axes to arind 

to be attained’. From theso^ommenA a ? d P olit ical objectives" 
Weisberg is adequately describing himself? Ul<3 ' appear tha t 

report, •' whit S ? s s t i laclciS S in ^ ^ the Emission's 
He has delved into the sSieJJtific 5tnd^ P ° rt is an alysis." 
at his own conclusions without mdings and arrived 
to scientific research. th * ap P arent background relating 


abundantl/liear^h^^rdiS 6 Emission's report was 

i C ° mml f aion,s information on Oswald's «SlfM PreSentS the 
when the Commission did this "Can He c -iaims 

this except a desire to too?' be any reason for 
whenever possible the Commi as ion • ^renort-' - H ? als ? ccntGnda l 
of the Federal bureaucra™ “ P “ “ fSrS 
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach 
RE: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT 

JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY 

Weisberg referred to the "Investigation of a 

Possible Conspiracy" involving Oswald. ^^^Harvev 
concluded there is no credible evidence that Lee Harv.y 
Oswald was part of a conspiracy to assassinate Preoident 

sSszx sjirsas: s&jszu? 

™ In fa??. 7 part of this conspiracy. " Weisberg 

S?? ( ss si°«2««. 

o^the autopsy examination and the bullet and fragments 
recovered, and the nature of the woundoofpresi 
ramnedv It is quite obvious he has failed misera Y 
attempting 1 to^reconstruct the facts in their proper light. 

In the author's conclusion he indicated in 
writing this book, the author has had^but one purpose. 

That was to show that the Job assigned and expected of 
4-*h^ President's Commission on the assassination of 

sSs®35®52?3«~ 

remains." 

Based on Weisberg 's inadequate research ^contended 
the President was shot from both front and baci lc. ^othi g 

else makes sense. Nothing else or* any other. Thus, 

"There was not a single assassin, Oswald y ident .. 

there was at least one conspiracy - to kill the President. 

in the Nat^nlfScSves^hicS 

?cnSia C Sintlnt S.tTsXf-rtspacting undergraduate would 
' hesitate to take it into an uncorrupted court. - 
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach 
RE: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT 

JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY 
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attempting I L a Sftablish i cSt?ovSs? U aid S to ng Ms 5° ok ' is 

1 

has SLtSrSFtSj sss* 

information coStaiSf in £^VT* Stigation * Due to 

the Bureau should not add dignity o^crldibUitv £ ackground ' 
by answering his communication. cre < a ibility to him 
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